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RUGBY EOOTBALL UNION





CONSENT FORM – U15 PLAYER PLAYING AGAINST U17 PLAYER
For use when it is intended that an U15 player will play outside England against an U16 team that may contain players who are classified as U17s under RFU Regulations according to the RFU definition of that (but due to differences in age banding, are classified as U16s in the foreign jurisdiction)
	Full name:
	
	Playing position:
	

	Team:
	

	Age grade:
	U15
	Date of birth:
	___/ ___ / ____

	Period of permission, including dates (eg a series of matches, the season): 
 


Permission of parent / guardian / carer for coach, safeguarding manager and Rugby Football Union / Constituent Body (as appropriate) to assess the above named player and decide upon his suitability to play in matches against U17 players 
	I authorise the Lead Coach, Safeguarding Manager and Rugby Football Union or Constituent Body (as appropriate) to assess the player whose name appears above and decide upon his suitability to play in matches against U17 players

	Name of person authorising (please print):
	
	Signature:

	Relationship to player:
	
	


Declaration:

Following an assessment in accordance with the Guidance to RFU Regulation 15, we certify that the above named player is competent to play against U16 teams containing players who are classified as U17s under RFU Regulations
Regarding front row play:
· We certify that he is competent to play in the front row in those games

· We certify that he is NOT competent to play in the front row in those games

(Delete as appropriate) 
	Lead Coach name 

(please print)
	Signature:

Date:

	Safeguarding Manager name 

(please print)
	Signature:

Date:


	Authorisation 
by RFU (if playing in a National/Divisional/Academy team) or 
Constituent Body (if playing in a non-National/Divisional/Academy team)

	Name:

(please print)
Position:
	Signature:

Date:


U15 players and U17 opponents
Please note that use of the form “CONSENT FORM – U15 PLAYER PLAYING AGAINST U17 PLAYER” is not mandatory 
It is provided as an aid to ensure that appropriate permissions have been obtained

Whether or not it is used, the permissions required by Regulation 15 and explained in the advice below MUST be obtained prior to the match or matches that the permission pertains to
In England

1. An U15 can play in an U16 team

2. An U15 cannot play in an U16 team against a team with an U17 player in it. (Except in the case where an U17 is playing down because of small stature, in younger academic year, etc [see Regulation 15.4.3])
In England or outside England  

3. An U15 cannot play in an U16 team against an U17 team
Outside England

The following is subject to risk assessments, etc: Duty of care supersedes the regulations of host unions 

4. “Outside England” includes, say, playing Wales in France

5. “U17” means U17 according to the RFU Regulation: 16 at midnight on 31st August prior to the season

6. An U15 can play in an U16 team against an U16 team with an U17 in it provided the regulations of the host unions are complied with and authorisation has been given by the Rugby Football Union (RFU) or the appropriate Constituent Body (CB). In this situation the RFU would not have jurisdiction over the visiting teams. See (1) & (2)
7. In the situation at 6 above:  An U15 can play in the front row provided the regulations of the host unions are complied with and the authorisation to play includes authorisation to play in the front row. See (1) & (2)
8. Notwithstanding 7 above:  Careful consideration would need to be given as to whether the U15 should play.   The team from England would not be subject to RFU jurisdiction whilst playing abroad but in most cases RFU would advise against an U15 playing in the front row if there were a few RFU classified U17 players (albeit U16 players according to the other union’s regulations) in the opposing team, particularly if those ‘U17s’ were playing in the front row. See  (1) & (2)
Authorisation to play

(1)  National, Divisional and Academy teams:

Where there is a possibility that situations described at 6 and 7 above may occur the parent / guardian / carer should be informed and his/her permission obtained for the Lead Coach and Safeguarding Manager to make an assessment and, if thought competent to play, to seek the permission of RFU for the boy to be selected. In making such an assessment, records should be maintained demonstrating how the conclusion was reached (perhaps, but not necessarily or exclusively, the view of the England doctor and the boy’s academy). 

(2) Teams other than National, Divisional and Academy ones: 

Where there is a possibility that situations described at 6 and 7 above may occur permission of the parent / guardian / carer should be informed and his/her permission obtained for the Lead Coach and Safeguarding Manager to make an assessment and, if thought competent to play, to seek the permission of the appropriate CB for the boy to be selected. In making such an assessment, records should be maintained demonstrating how the conclusion was reached.
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